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TR TI OCTR OUENY - And ol establish My covenant between Me and between you.
Apparently there are two ‘nz“ds of revelation, and the contrast between them ts dramagc, The
axperience of reveiation as described in 3ris Bein Gabesarim is accormpanied by fright and horror.
Man is completely awed and feels crushed by the impact of his confrontation with the Almighry
Confused and frightened. he finds himsell standing on the brink of infinity; which is about to rob
G‘lim of his existem'al autonomy and dignit\‘ T ¢ encourter with GQd meanglhe end cf ubulp for

dlgmu w hen he comes c.lo:ye to lhE Master of the Universe because he compares his existence wnh
the eternal. infinite existence of the Almighty. At the Bris Bein Habesarim, Abraham completely lost
| his self-worth and dignity when he was ¢ xerpo“ered by the presence of God. [n contrast, the rev-
elation described subsequently in Parasias Vayeira is a redemptive experience, cathartic and jor joy-
205 Man is no lenger frightened by the appeararce of the Almighty; on the contrary, it gives him
isense of Lnshal\dble sécurity-arnd conndence What happened that '..hangﬂd the experience? The
change was due 'T7é ‘introduction of a new idea into the relationship berween God and man—
((9 milah. When God informed Abraham abeut the Egyntian servitude. Abraham was just @ human
>eing—a great hurman 2eing, bu: not 2 patty 1o a covenant. He met God the wav any other human

bemg would have, with feelings of awe and Fcat'.

In Parashas Vayeira. however. God visizs Abraham after he has joined the covenantal com-
munity and submitied himself to circumcision. If a Jew s uncircume:sed. not only ras he not
U tulﬁded the mitgvair of circumcision and thus is 5ub]e.t to excision—bat he alse lacks something
of kedushas Yisrael, tre sarclity of lsrael. He is a Jew, but not a ben bris, 2 member of the cov mam.:
Within the covenantal community, God addresses Himsel! to man in a natural way: He engages
dialogue Tndeed. within the coverantal ¢ mmunity man and God aré Fi{r'faé"'l'ﬁ”‘;s_ﬁf}
Nachmanides (485} inzerprets Jacobs phrase the God wito has bren ro'eh osi all v fife: not as the |
% Ged whe has been my shepherd. as most commentators explain, ut rather as the Gad wha has beer ny |
rea, my friend, Inumacy with God was made possible by the creation of the covenantai cemmunity, |
God broke the intimate relationshin rhar was supposed o be realizec by Adem. The purpuse of lie ;
covenant concluded with Abmham Was 1A rearre the intirr gy thae € ad wantad o pestsil betn

Heom oaned v airas bddwe s 0 0 Lo Tl v T e il . f




